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3 November 2021


NORWICH FILM FESTIVAL RETURNS WITH MORE FILMS THAN EVER

Coming back with a big cinematic display of more than 130 films, Norwich Film Festival will have its largest showcase since its launch in 2012. Tickets for the November (12-21) event are on sale now for comical, thought-provoking and innovative films from 21 countries with many from the UK.

Nearly 1,300 films were submitted by talented regional, national and international filmmakers. Organisers are going hybrid, in person and online viewing, for 2021 after a successful online festival in 2020. 

Norwich Film Festival is a BAFTA and BIFA qualifying event, attracting talented filmmakers from around the world, including from the UK, US, Israel, China, Lebanon and continental Europe. 

Olivia Colman, Oscar winning actress and Norwich Film Festival patron, said: “Film festivals are great to absorb different ways of filmmaking, storytelling and performances in a short period. It’s an exhilarating experience, like being in a sweetshop where you want to try every variety – and here in Norwich you can.

“I’m thrilled that we have so many talented filmmakers from across the world who have dug deep to show meaningful and entertaining work.”

[bookmark: _Hlk86157894][bookmark: _Hlk86315189]Stephen Fry, actor, writer and Norwich Film Festival patron, said: “Watching a film is like a journey to someone’s soul; unique exposure to cultures, personal stories and incredible imagination.

“We celebrate the opportunity to see films again as an outing with close ones during Norwich Film Festival. Revel in the creativity and shared experiences." 

Film screenings are at The Forum and The Garage in Norwich, from Friday 12 to Sunday 21 November 2021. Those who live further afield or abroad can watch online from Saturday 13 to Tuesday 30 November.

Kellen Playford, Founder & Lead Consultant of Norwich Film Festival, said: “We’re coming back with a bold programme of a record-number of films. Each year, the festival has grown, including the number of visitors. Offering people great cinematic experiences again is an absolute joy to be able to do!  

“We’re showcasing some of the best short films to audiences and I’m proud of our volunteers who have made this happen. It will be one of Norwich’s major events again and we’re looking forward to seeing people being inspired by amazing stories.” 

The festival is proud to receive the support of headline sponsors BFI Film Audience Network, Gasway, Norwich Business Improvement District, Norwich City Council and the University of East Anglia.

The festival has a varied programme catering for audiences of all ages and tastes. 

What is on offer?
Explore environmental themes through the eyes of an Indonesian artist who attempts to visualise the journey of discarded plastics; watch a mother and daughter coming to terms with the loss of their home due to rising sea levels and discover a stunning documentary following the last native colony of Griffon Vultures on the coast of Sardinia. 

We’re showcasing first time filmmakers’ documentaries, musicals, powerful stories of resilience and so much in between. Join us for a selection of six short films, each directed by filmmakers making their directorial debut.

Enjoy a number of European short films from our Official Selection, spanning a mixture of genres and languages, from a breathtaking thriller following a Kurdish refugee’s dreams of a joyride around London, to a father struggling to care for his son in the absence of his husband.

Come along and join us for an evening of LGBTQ+ short films, exploring identity, sexuality, relationships and more.

Norwich Film Festival also shows a curated selection of short films from the Oska Bright Film Festival which champions made by, or featuring, people with learning disabilities and autism. 

Join us for our experimental strand featuring a range of innovative shorts, all delivered through spectacular experimental techniques to explore themes such as identity, romance and unhinged dystopias.

There are also many well-known names which can be seen throughout the selection of films, including Stephen Fry, Himesh Patel (Yesterday), Michael Smiley (Kill List), Matthew Kelly (Stars In Their Eyes), Felicity Montagu (This Time with Alan Partridge), Hugh Skinner (Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again), David Bradley (Harry Potter) and Bukky Bakray (Rocks).

Tickets are available now at www.norwichfilmfestival.co.uk/events/
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Notes to Editors:
Contact: Lesley van Dijk, levandijk@hotmail.com | 07765 297867
Interviews: Please contact Lesley for interviews with Kellen Playford or Chairman John Gordon-Saker.
Photos: Attached are the official Norwich Film Festival 2021 poster and audience at The Forum by Norwich Film Festival. More images can be found at:  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ffkfOlnrF0yL_v4CKM4e6MWE1y7kO9It?usp=sharing

Norwich Film Festival (from 12 to 21 Nov. 2021) was founded by Kellen Playford in 2009 after hearing about the difficulties a friend was having trying to organise a local screening of a short film. The festival was re-launched in 2012 as an annual event and has since screened hundreds of fantastic short films in Norwich, while helping to promote and support filmmakers and is supported by Norwich BID, Norwich City Council and the BFI.  Now, in its 11th edition, it has the largest number of films to date with 133 films. In 2020 it showed 132 films online and 2019 it had 111 films on show.
As a BAFTA and BIFA accredited short film festival, British short films screened at the festival may be eligible to submit to both organisations for award’s consideration.
Norwich Film Festival hosts six competitive categories, including British Short, International Short, Animated Short, Documentary Short, Student Short and East Anglian Short, with prizes being awarded for each. There is also an out-of-competition One Minute Film category.  
Norwich Film Festival became a charity in 2017 (Registered Charity Number: 1173950) and now has a Board of Trustees chaired by John Gordon-Saker (Executive Director, The History of Advertising Trust), Alex Saunders (Partner, Leathes Prior Solicitors), Tilly Crumpton-Taylor (Management Accountant, Addenbrookes Hospital), Keith M Johnston (Professor of Film and Television, UEA), and Penny Bartram (Marketing Manager, Norwich/Cambridge Tech Corridor).
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