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PRESS RELEASE: Norwich Film Festival announces dates and pricing for 2020 online edition, including eight free short films
 
The BAFTA and BIFA qualifying Norwich Film Festival (NFF), the fastest growing film festival in the UK, has today confirmed that its online festival will take place from 2nd-29th November 2020, as well as details regarding the pricing and accessibility of the festival – including a limited number of short films available to watch entirely free of charge.

The online platform, built by New Zealand-based streaming giant Shift72, will feature 132 short films within 19 specially curated programming strands, including the East Anglian Collection, Documentary Shorts, Emerging Talent, LGBTQ+ Shorts, Women in Film, Late Night Shorts and many more. The platform will also feature a range of additional content, such as films from partner festivals, filmmaker introductions, and behind-the-scenes footage where available.

Online attendees will have a number of different ticketing options, with a Full Festival Pass being available for just £10, providing unlimited access to the entire online platform for three weeks. Those wishing to enjoy the festival on a smaller scale will be able to do so with a number of alternative options, including the Nominated Films Pass (£7.50) which includes all 24 films nominated for the festival’s prestigious awards, individual strands (£3) or a single short film (£1). All passes will be available to purchase directly from the festival’s online platform when it launches on 2nd November.

For those who may be attending the festival for the first time, or simply just might not know where to start, the festival is also offering eight short films from across the Official Selection available entirely free of charge in the ‘The Mix Tape Vol. 1’ strand. Spanning a range of genres, lengths, and backgrounds, these free films offer the perfect introduction to the festival’s largest ever Official Selection.

In another ‘first’ for the festival, over 60 of the 132 short films in the Official Selection will be made available to international audiences through the Global Audience Pass. This exciting move is just the latest development as the festival’s international reputation rapidly increases following the success of previous years, as well as becoming a BAFTA-qualifying short film festival in 2019.

These announcements come after the festival revealed in August that it had once again surpassed its own submission records, with a total of 1268 short films being submitted to the festival from 55 countries, a huge increase of 56% on the previous record set in 2019.
Kellen Playford (Founder & Lead Consultant) said: "We’re proud to have made our festival as accessible and affordable as possible, allowing us to introduce a whole new audience to the festival who will hopefully join us again in the years to come. I really do believe there is something for everyone at this year’s festival, whether you’re a previous attendee or you’re joining us for the first time - so grab some popcorn, relax on the sofa, and join us for the digital edition of NFF2020.”
John Gordon-Saker (Chairman) said: "The festival goes from strength to strength and, unlike many other cultural events that have been cancelled as a result of COVID-19, we are fortunate to have a medium that transfers well to the digital world.  In fact, we hope to see viewing numbers increase giving us a stronger and wider audience base in 2021. I'd like to thank our major supporters Norwich BID, BFI FAN and Norwich City Council for their continued support in these challenging times."
More information about this year’s festival can be found at http://www.norwichfilmfestival.co.uk/.  
7th October 2020. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE.
CONTACT: Ewan Tough (Marketing Coordinator): ewan@norwichfilmfestival.co.uk

 NOTES FOR EDITORS
 
· A selection of related images for press use can be found at: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1efiqHoFkNx9TUkA5MNMstNT_yU7LM4eU?usp=sharing.
· In 2009 Kellen Playford founded Norwich Film Festival after hearing about the difficulties a friend was having trying to organise a local screening of a short film. 
· The Festival was re-launched in 2012 as an annual event and has since screened hundreds of fantastic short films in Norwich, while helping to promote and support filmmakers and is supported by Norwich BID, Norwich City Council and the BFI. 
· Norwich Film Festival became a charity in 2017 (Registered Charity Number: 1173950) and now has a Board of Trustees chaired by John Gordon-Saker (Owner, JGSNorwich), Alex Saunders (Leathes Prior Solicitors), Tilly Crumpton-Taylor (Management Accountant, Brown & Co), Keith M Johnston (Professor of Film and Television, UEA), Lucy Ward (Owner, Wavelength Films), Fiona Ryder (Owner, TCD Media) and Penny Bartram (Marketing Manager, Norwich/Cambridge Tech Corridor).
· As a BAFTA and BIFA accredited short film festival, any short film screened at Norwich Film Festival can be submitted to both organisations for consideration.
· Norwich Film Festival hosts six competitive categories including; British Short, International Short, Animated Short, Documentary Short, Student Short and East Anglian Short, with prizes being awarded for each. There is also an out-of-competition One Minute Film category.
· Nominees for the festival’s prestigious awards will be announced in the coming weeks and will be judged by a world-class panel of Industry Judges, including Rocketman director Dexter Fletcher and Missing Link producer Arianne Sutner.
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